Reaction time impairment in schizophrenia and affective illness: the role of attention.
A young but chronic group of schizophrenic and affective disorders patients was tested for simple reaction time (RT) and RT while engaged in a concurrent task. The affective disorders patients were subdivided by the presence of psychotic features. The results show that extreme slowing of RT is due to psychoticism and is not characteristic of nonpsychotic affective illness. Extreme intrasubject variability, however, was specific to schizophrenia, and may be a trait marker of the disorder.